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Direct Support for Decision Makers
Leading up to the Event

Good morning,

Things are very busy at NWS Norman as we gear up for
a major severe weather outbreak. Forecasts remain
pretty consistent in the timing and evolution that's
depicted in our hazardous weather outlooks and
graphics. We'll update those through the day.

Please consider coordinating with school
administrators and others who are responsible for
events this evening. Be sure they understand the
potential for significant outbreak and the expected
timing. Careful consideration should be given as to
whether the event should be held, or at the very least
what kind of plans are in place to deal with tornadoes.

More later!

Rick

From: Rick Smith [mailto:richard.smith@noaa.gov]
Sent: Tuesday, May 24, 2011 12:21 PM

Subject: Severe Weather Outbreak #2

SPC high risk has been expanded to include much more of
southern Oklahoma and part of N TX. Tornado and hail
probabilities are the highest I've seen. As of right now, we
do not see anything that's going to keep this from
happening. We're very concerned and are hoping people
are getting the message and taking it seriously!

Seeing some indications that we could have more than
one wave of severe storms. This will, of course, have a big
impact on any response operations that may be ongoing.
We will be watching this very closely and will provide
updates.

Good luck and let us know if you need anything.

Rick



mailto:richard.smith@noaa.gov

Communicating the Threat
Social Media

M

US National Weather Service HNorman Oklahoma

Dangerous severe storms with tornadoes and damaging hail are expected Tuesday
afternoon and evening. It's important that you stay in touch with weather
infarmation all through the day tomorrow. Think about where you wil be between
3pm and 8pm and make sure you have ways to hear a tornado warning. Let your
family and friends know about the threat.
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Severe Weather Information Center
www.srh.noaa.gov
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’ Rick Smith ¥ Follow

Pls RT Significant tornado threat I-35 corridor
including all of OKC metro 5-7pm. Wouldn't want
to be in a vehicle at that time. #okwx

4~ Reply T3 Retweet W Favorite




A peek into the future...

GREATEST CONCERN
— Rl ¥ FOR SIGNIFICANT
NG T SR SEVERE WEATHER

LT BETWEEN 7 PM

5 -
TULSA l,

ONCE STORMS DEVELOP...
MOVEMENT WILL BE
EAST ARCUND 30 MPH

Graphicast Tue May 24 10:598M COT [P
Nornan Forecast Office

US Mational Weather Service Norman Oklahoma

E A very dangerous situation is developing for this afternoon and evening. Violent
w2 gtorms producng tornadoes will develop around 3pm and move east. Areas along
) and either side of Interstate 35 - induding all of the OKC metro - may see
tornadoes between 5pm and 7pm. You do not want to be on the road during that
time. Spread the word!

10,933 Impressions * 0. 29% Feedback

May 24 at 10:47am - Like - Comment




SPECIAL WEATHER STATEMENT
NATIONAL WEATHER SERVICE NORMAN OK
344 PM CDT TUE MAY 24 2011

THIS SIGNIFICANT WEATHER ADVISORY IS FOR CANADIAN...CLEVELAND...
GARFIELD...GRADY...LOGAN...MCCLAIN AND OKLAHOMA COUNTIES.

A LINE OF THUNDERSTORMS PRODUCING TORNADOES WILL BE MOVING
INTO CENTRAL OKLAHOMA LATE THIS AFTERNOON.

TIMES OF ARRIVAL AND GREATEST DANGER ARE:

WESTERN SIDES OF THE OKLAHOMA CITY METRO AREA...415-500 PM.
DOWNTOWN OKLAHOMA CITY...445-515 PM.

EDMOND...445-515 PM.

NORMAN AND MOORE...500-545 PM.

ENID...345-415 PM.

CHICKASHA...400-430 PM.

EL RENO...400-430 PM.

CHICKASHA...400-430 PM.

GUTHRIE...445-530 PM.




Community Response

School and church closings announced 0 0 facebook 1 Search a _

Submitted by Kim Querry -
E Tuesday, May 24th, 2011, 1:150m Eilke | Tweet CAMPUS CLOSING AT 4PM, TUESDAY, MAY 24,
& Print E-mail 2011
Topics: Business, News, Schools " by The University of Central Oklahoma on Tuesday, May 24, 2011 at 2:41pm

The University of Central Oklahoma will dose at 4:00 p.m. today, Tuesday, May 24, 2011, to allow
students, faculty, and staff an opportunity to get home in the event severe storms, hail or tornadoes
occur this evening, Please proceed with caution. All evening dasses and activities are canceled.

Stay tuned to local weather forecasts for updates.

D The University of Central Okla Like = Comment * Share

il ATET = 9:56 PM @ o 52% =M

From: ( no-reply@norman.k12.0... > Hide

To: | Rick Smith ) -

5th Grade Recognition Rescheduled
May 24, 2011 9:53 AM @ Mark as Unread

Roosevelt Parents,

Due to the threat of severe weather
A few schools and churches have decided to play it safe and cancel activities in preparation for severe i
weather. between 5-7 p.m., that may include

damaging winds, hail, and risk of

The following businesses and schools have decided to close for Tuesday, May 24, 2011. :
tornadoes, we are postponing our 5th

* DeVry University- Night Classes Canceled Tonight Grade Recognition until WEDNESDAY
* Family Expectations - PM Senices/ Activities Canceled Today . B
* Heritage College- PM Classes Canceled Tonight MAY 25, at 7:00 PM. Our hc:-pe is this
* JD McCarty Center- Events/ Activities Canceled Tonight = :

* Messiah Luthern Church- PM Services/ Activities Canceled Today storm will miss NorTnan, but we feel the
* Messiah Luthern School- PM Services/ Activities Canceled Today need to be precautionary to ensure the
* Metro Tech- Closing at 3 p.m. Today -

« Mid-Del Tech- Night Classes Canceled Tonight safety of our Roosevelt family.

* OU Children's Physicians- Closing at 3 p.m. Today

* OU Physicians- Closing at 3 p.m. Today

* Oklahoma City Public Schools- PM Services/ Activities Canceled Today

-

Oklahoma City University- Closing at 3 p.m. Today
ict 2 Taod

Dlocont'c 0 Contor Clocing ot




Community Response

| Scott Stewart Wife picked the kids up early from a Piedmont
elementary school, then went home and took kids and supplies down
into the shelter. Tornado missed us by 2 miles.

May 29 at 1:23pm via mobile - Like - ¢b 1 person

r"ﬂf‘:" Brandi Young Change a dental appointment from 3pm to 10am for
my son. Spent the afternoon getting cellar ready. At 5:30, we had
13 people and 3 dogs in our storm shelter in Mewcastle, The tornado
missed us by 1/2 mile and we could see debris flying in the air!

May 29 at 3:39pm - Like * &3 1 person




NEWSOK

FPOWERED BY THE OKLAHOMAN + THE STATE'S MOST TRUSTED NEWS

Oklahoma tornadoes: Thousands sought refuge in public
buildings

BY PALIL MONIES
Fublished: May 26, 2011

Thousands of people found shelter in public buildings during Tuesday’s deadly outbreak
of tornadoes, but others were initially turned away or saw tempers flare at crowded
public shelters as the storm bore down.

Most small towns across Oklahoma have designated public shelters, but for many urban
and suburban residents the options are muddled.

Irving MiddlesSchool - Norman



Oklahoma tornadoes: Traffic congestion added to tornado
hazards

PR RIA B AT PR
UlANA DALLYYIN 003y

ublighed: May 26, 2011
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Tuesday's tornado outbreak points out the dangers of being on roads and highways
when severe weather hits.

Traffic along Kilpatrick Turnpike in Oklahoma City was
bumper to bumper. Interstates 35 and 40 were reported
backed up.

Tim Searcy, of Norman, compared Tuesday's traffic to
University of Oklahoma football game day congestion in

Norman.

"The volume was there and they were doing crazy stuff to

get home and everyone had a phone to their ear,”
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Warning Response

Hear
Understan
Believe
Personalize
Confirm
Decide
Respond




What about
next time?
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What about
next time?

Thanks to:
Marc Austin
Derek Stratman
Oklahoma Department of Transportation
Central Oklahoma Emergency Management Association
The Oklahoman/newsok.com

Rick Smith
richard.smith@noaa.gov
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