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International Association of 
Venue Managers (IAVM)  

• Professional Association - 1924 
• Purposes: 

– Leadership for industry 
– Education 
– Research and Knowledge 
– Safety and Security 
– Networking 

• 3,600 + Members 
• Stadiums, Arenas, Conventions Centers, Performing 

Arts Centers, Race Tracks, Festival and Fair Grounds, … 
 

 



Safety & Security 

• Involvement Began - 1979:   
– “Who” Concert in Cincinnati  
– Crowd Management 



Safety & Security – 9/11 

• Best Practices – Public Assembly Venue Industry 
• DHS Relationship Established 
• Academy for Venue Safety &  

Security  - 2004 
 

• NFL  Training – Severe  
 Weather Connection 

 
• Severe Weather Plan  
 Preparedness Guide Project – Begun 2008/09 



Severe Weather Preparedness 

• AVSS Course – Establish Feb. 2010 
 

• National Weather Center - 2012 
– 2-days   Feb 28 & 29, 2012 
– 43+ Students 



Other Safety & Security 

• Best Practices – Updating 
 

• Mega- Sheltering 
– Mega-Shelter Planning Guide 
– Mega-Shelter Assistance Teams  
 (MAT) 

 
• Crowd Management Training Curriculum 

 
• Incident Command – Simulation Training  



Venue Safety  & Security 
• Building Linkages 
• Education – AVSS Courses 
• Emergency Planning 
• Tools & Resources  
• Research 

 
• How Venues Plan, What Is Necessary to Make 

a Safe Place for Public Assembly 



SAVING LIVES! 



QUESTIONS 
? 

Harold C. Hansen 
IAVM, Director Life Safety & Security 

Harold-Hansen@@sbcglobal.net  
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