Conducting a GIS-Based Tornado
Damage Survey

John Wetter, Minnesota Skywarn Workshop; Lisa Schmit, NOAA/NWS Sioux Falls, SD

Following the record-setting tornado outbreak of 17 June 2010 In the state of Minnesota, the National
Weather Service office in Chanhassen employed several GlS-based technigues to more efficiently and
precisely record Information during damage survey operations. This precise Iinformation allowed the
survey team to compile comprehensive information of the area the team was tasked with assessing. The
team used commercially available software to visualize numerous geospatial datasets including precision
located spotter reports, radar data, urban areas and waterway information.
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available to NWS Offices. Mapping information Radar data was used In areas where storm splits occurred to 5 " - 1
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early tornado locations, saving ime and resources. sketch rough tornado path. Photograph meta-data was also media and emergency management partners.

noted, for later combination with GPS data.
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