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<event>Flash Flood Warning</event>

<urgency>Immediate</urgency>

<severity>Severe</severity>

<certainty>Likely</certainty> 

<effective>2010-06-03T14:00:00-05:00</effective><expires>2010-06-03T17:00:00- 
05:00</expires>

<senderName>NWS Memphis (Western Tennessee, Eastern Arkansas and Northern 
Mississippi)</senderName>

<headline>Flash Flood Warning issued June 03 at 2:00PM CDT expiring June 03 at 5:00PM 
CDT by NWS Memphis</headline>

<description>Doppler Radar estimates 2 to 3 inches of rainfall has occurred over the past 
hour…</description>

<instruction>Most flood deaths occur in automobiles . Never drive your vehicle into areas 
where the water covers the roadway…Turn Around…Don’t drown</instruction>

<polygon>+36.20,-88.93 +36.18,-88.91 +36.05,-88.84 +35.99,-89.17 +35.99,-89.19 +35.98,- 
89.21 +35.94,-89.30 +36.17,-89.31 +36.21,-89.04 +36.20,-88.96 +36.22,-88.95 +36.20,- 
88.93</polygon> 

CAP Format ExampleCAP Format Example



CAP Benefits for the Public CAP Benefits for the Public 
• Works across multiple alerting systems

• Personalizes the threat
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Link to video demonstrating the call to action

“Just in time” training on
your TV or cell phone

Multiple languages

Example of Possible Future CAP Content
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without impacting user parsing 
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• Simplifies warning process
– “Write once, distribute many ways”
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• Decision support tools
• Integration with social media

• Low cost
• Programmer friendly
• Derive many products from 

single message
• Alerts on cell phones and 

consumer navigation systems
• Decision support tools
• Integration with social media

http://www.adaptivedisplays.com/Transportation/ITS/Default.asp
http://www.nervecentre.org.uk/Listen to radio 14.11.03.jpg


NWS CAP RoadmapNWS CAP Roadmap
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Milestone/Goal Date

CAP v1.2 Adopted by FEMA for IPAWS September 2010

CAP v1.1 Operational in NWS  at alerts.weather.gov/cap March 2011

NWS CAP guide on public collaborative wiki

 

in preparation for CAP v1.2 Spring 2011

CAP v1.2 (IPAWS Compliant) Experimental  in NWS Fall 2011

NWS CAP push to FEMA IPAWS Aggregator in time for CMAS Winter 2011/
Spring 2012

CAP v1.2 Operational Early 2012

Native production of NWS CAP messages using NWS next generation 

 
warning tool gives forecasters enhanced control over CAP content) 

2013

NWS CAP guide on public collaborative wiki
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Questions? 

CAP feeds operational and move to 
http://alerts.weather.gov/cap 
on or about March 15, 2011 

Contact Information: 
John Ferree                     Mike Gerber 

John.T.Ferree@noaa.gov Mike.Gerber@noaa.gov 
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Differences Between iNWS and CMASDifferences Between iNWS and CMAS
iNWS

• Serves community decision leaders

• Opt-in

• Provides information relevant to user 
defined areas. 

• Users receive alerts based on the NWS 
products to which they subscribe. 

• SMS message length up to 160 characters

• Embedded URLs link to more information 
(e.g., full text product, expected impacts, 
graphical outline of warning area, track of 
storm, radar image, etc.) 
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• Serves the general public.

• Opt-out (not opt-in)

• Provides information relevant to the user’s 
current location) 

• Users only receive alerts for “imminent 
threats.” 

• First version of CMAS will limit message 
length to 90 characters. 

• First version of CMAS will not allow  
embedded links to supporting information.  
Capabilities of future versions have not yet 
been determined. 
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