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What is Twitter?What is Twitter?

According to According to TwitterTwitter, Twitter is:, Twitter is:

““without a doubt the best way to share and 
discover what is happening right now.”

Perhaps a less biased description of Perhaps a less biased description of 
Twitter would:Twitter would:

“Twitter is a free social networking and 
microblogging service that enables its users to send 
and read messages known as tweets.” - Wikipedia

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Social_network_service
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Microblogging


What is a Tweet?What is a Tweet?

It is a 140 character (or less) 
message that a user (tweeter) 
sends out that is posted on their 
Twitter home page and also sent 
to the tweeter’s subscribers called 
followers?

Tweets can include:
• A simple text message
• Links to a picture
• Links to a web page



NWS and TwitterNWS and Twitter

The National Weather Service wants 
to tap into this army of weather 

enthusiasts (trained and untrained) 
who use Twitter and give them a 
quick easy way to transmit their 

weather reports.



What do the tweeters do?What do the tweeters do?

http://www.srh.noaa.gov/srh/twitter



What do tweeters do?What do tweeters do?

If geotagging is enabled:

• Insert the hashtag (keyword) #wxreport

• Enter your weather tweet

It should look like: #wxreport golf ball size hail at my house.

If geotagging is NOT enabled:

• Insert the hashtag (keyword) #wxreport

• Insert WW <your location> WW

• Enter your weather tweet

It should look like: #wxreport WW Fort Worth, TX WW golf 
ball size hail at my house.



The advantages of TwitterThe advantages of Twitter

• Large user database
• 45 million users around the world.
• 20 million users in the U.S.

• Rich flexible Application 
Programming Interface (API)

• Easy to search tweets and get results



What the NWS doesWhat the NWS does

http://wwwdev.crh.noaa.gov/epz/twitter - internal to NWS

http://wx411.com/codenoobs/examples/twitterPHPsearch - 3rd party page



What the NWS doesWhat the NWS does

Forecast offices then can access tweets via the 
webmap interface.



What the NWS doesWhat the NWS does

Before the announced launch date



What the NWS doesWhat the NWS does

One day after the announcement



Advantages/DisadvantagesAdvantages/Disadvantages
Advantages:

• Potential to receive thousands and thousands of weather tweets

• Tweeters have to follow a specific format

• Fill in gaps where there are no spotters

• Has already helped verify warnings.

Disadvantages:

• Potential to receive thousands and thousands of weather tweets

• Lots of junk and spam tweets and incorrect observations

• Some tweeters are not following the specific format

• Dependent on Twitter to store tweets



Future EnhancementsFuture Enhancements

• Deleting retweeted tweets

• Removing spam, junk and erroneous 
tweets

• Storing tweets in an IRIS database

• Integrating with our own spotter database

• Making the quality controlled tweets 
available for programs such as LSR.
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Public facing twitter information page:Public facing twitter information page:
http://http://www.srh.noaa.gov/srh/twitterwww.srh.noaa.gov/srh/twitter

Internal weather forecast office twitter gathering page:Internal weather forecast office twitter gathering page:
http://http://wwwdev.crh.noaa.gov/epz/twitterwwwdev.crh.noaa.gov/epz/twitter

Third Party public page:Third Party public page:

http://wx411.com/codenoobs/examples/twitterPHPsearch

Questions???Questions???
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