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NWS WFO Philosophy
The Old Way…

Info     Forecaster    Product
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NWS WFO Philosophy
The NEW Way…

Info    Forecaster    Services

Web Briefing

Recorded 
Briefing

Live Virtual
Briefing

IC Center
On-site

IC Incident 
On-site
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Spectrum of Services

Product request

Web Briefing

Recorded Briefing

Live Virtual
Briefing

IC Center
On-site

IC Incident 
On-site

www.weather.gov/tulsawww.weather.gov/tulsa



Product Request – 
Email/Text Message Dissemination



Product Request – 
Spot Weather Forecast



Graphical HWO



Web Briefing – 
Decision Support Page



Web Briefing – 
Decision Support Page
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Digital Forecast Database



DSP-derivative products 
from GFE

SPREAD INDEXSPREAD INDEX
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MinRHMinRH
WindWind
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(constant)(constant)

Computed Hourly; Computed Hourly; 
max value for each max value for each 
grid point displayedgrid point displayed
Modeled from AR Modeled from AR 
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DSP-derivative products 
from GFE

SPERRYSPERRY--PILTZ ICE PILTZ ICE 
DAMAGE INDEXDAMAGE INDEX

Ice AccumIce Accum
WindWind

Modeled from OK Modeled from OK 
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MultiMedia Recorded Briefing



Live Virtual Briefing – G2M

www.weather.gov/tulsawww.weather.gov/tulsa



Live Virtual Briefing - OHMARS
OOutdoor utdoor HHazards azards MMonitor onitor aand nd RResponse esponse SSystemystem



NWS Forecasters 
watch the fire from 
AR TV stations via 
the Internet.

NWS Forecasters run 
HYSPLIT out of 
concern that 
potentially dangerous 
materials could be 
involved.  

NWS Forecasters IM 
with Fire Command 
Post answering 
questions from the 
Incident Commander 
and EMs.

Radar Display

NWS Forecasters 
provided hourly 
updates on Fire 
Spread Potential.  

NWS Forecasters 
provided hand-drawn 
graphics.

WFO Tulsa assigned an Incident 
Meteorologist to provide hourly 
updates to grids which in turn gave 
the command post high-resolution 
forecast meteograms for the site.  

Current Local 
Conditions

Grid-Based Hazard 
Potential Indicators

Audio and Visual 
Alarms for changes in 
current conditions 
…NWS text products, 
and grids.



Live Virtual Briefing – 
Skype

www.weather.gov/tulsawww.weather.gov/tulsa



ICP/On-Scene Support 
Services

NWS meteorologists will:NWS meteorologists will:
Work within ICS under Work within ICS under 
Planning Section ChiefPlanning Section Chief
Interpret meteorological data Interpret meteorological data 
and coordinate with and coordinate with 
meteorologists back at WFOmeteorologists back at WFO
Proactively and routinely Proactively and routinely 
monitor and brief IC and monitor and brief IC and 
others on changing weather others on changing weather 
conditions that will affect conditions that will affect 
incident operationsincident operations

www.weather.gov/tulsawww.weather.gov/tulsa



NWSChat

To provide clear communication between To provide clear communication between 
the WFO and our partners in the media the WFO and our partners in the media 
and emergency management and emergency management 
To provide information for decision supportTo provide information for decision support
To supplement traditional To supplement traditional ““productsproducts””

www.weather.gov/tulsawww.weather.gov/tulsa



Media and 
NWS 
exchange 
reports as 
they are 
relayed from 
spotters and 
the public to 
them



Detailed plot of 
storm-based 
Tornado 
Warning 
polygon



Summary

WFO philosophy evolving from productWFO philosophy evolving from product--
driven to servicedriven to service--driven past 10 yearsdriven past 10 years
““True CollaborationTrue Collaboration”” important now and for important now and for 
future evolution of NWS servicesfuture evolution of NWS services

www.weather.gov/tulsawww.weather.gov/tulsa



ContactsContacts
My Contact InfoMy Contact Info……

Phone Phone -- 918-832-4133
Email Email -- ed.calianese@noaa.gov

Contact the Contact the Warning Coordination Warning Coordination 
Meteorologist Meteorologist of your local NWS of your local NWS 
OfficeOffice
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